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MPOAQOI OX

avaokadn otov Tadpikoé TUHROo TG Mikpng Ao&imdpag-Zavng Apxloe Tov ZeTTEUPRPLO
H'rou 2002 ard v 10" Egpopeia MpoioToplkwv kat KAaolkwv Apxatottwyv @pdkng. H
anokAAuyn, yia mpwtn ¢popd otnv EANADQ, MEVTE AMAEwV pWHAIK®V XpOVWY e Ta utiolu-
Y14 TOUG, MPOCEAKUGDE aTd VWPIG To evdladpEpov TOU KOolvoU Kdl TNG ETIOTNUOVIKAG KOLVO-
™Tag. A6yw Tng 1d1aiTepng apXaloAoyIlkng onuaciag Twv eupnUATwy Tou TUMROU Kal TNG
SIETUOTNMOVLIKNG HoPPNG TNS €peuvag To ‘Epyo €xel evtaxBei oto Taueio Alaxeiptong Mi-
oTWOoswV Yyla TNV EkTéAeon Apxalohoyik®Vv ‘Epywv Tou YTioupyeiou MoAtTiopou kat Toupt-
opoU pe Titho «'Epeuva, mpooTtacia Kat avadelén Twv eUpNUATWV ToU TadlkoU TUUROU NG
Mikpng Ao&imdpag-Zavng N. ‘EBpou» Kal erorreVeTtal and Erwotuovikn Erutporm.

2TIg 30 ZermrepBpiou 2006, TEGOepa XPOVIA HETA TNV £VAPEN TNG avaokadng, dlop-
yavwlnke otnv OpeoTidda uia nuepnotla Ermotnuovikn Zuvdavinon pe 6€pa Adoya kat
duaéec otov apxaio koouo. ZT6X0G HAG NTAV VA KOLVOTIOINOOUE TA TP®TA Topiopata yia
TIG dua&eg Kal Ta ahoya Tou TUMPBOU Kal va TPooeyYyiooue TNV mapoucia TpoXNAATwy
oXNUATWV OtV apxaldtnta, e tn Bonbela TG elkovoypadiag, Twv apxaiwv mymv Kal
TV apXaloAoyikwv supnuatwyv. O téuocg Twv MpakTikwy, o omnoiog MepAauBAavel Katl opl-
OMéva emumAéov Keigeva mou apopolv Tov Tadpikd TUPRo TG Mikphg Ao&imdpag-Zovng,
arnoteAel Tov Kapmd TG ZUvAvINnong autng.

H mpayuatormoinon g Eruotnuovikng Zuvavinong dev 6a ftav duvath Xxwpig v
OLKOVOULKY) GUHBOAN TNG Torukng ‘Evwong Afuwv kat Kotvotitwyv NopuoU ‘EBpou, Tou No-
HapxlakoU Alapepiopatog ‘EBpou, Tou Anpou OpeoTiddag kal Tou Anuou Kumpivou. To
evoladpépov Tou Nopdpxn Nikou Zaumouvidn odnynoe otn xpnuatodotnon tng £€kdoaong
Twv MpakTikwv and to Nopapyxlakd Alapéptopa ‘ERpou.

H Eruotnuovikn Erutporm tou ‘Epyou «'Epeuva, mpoaotacia kat avadel&En Twv supn-
MATWV TOU TadlkoU TUPBOU TG Mikpng Ao&imdpag-Zovng N. ‘EBpou».






PREFACE

he 19th Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities (Thrace) began excavating the burial

tumulus of Mikri Doxipara-Zoni in September 2002. The discovery of five Roman wagons and
their draught animals—the first of its kind in Greece —attracted the interest of both the public and
the scholarly community from early on in the excavation process. The continuation and completion
of research and the enhancement of the finds from the burial tumulus have been included in the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism’s Management Fund for Archaeological Projects (T.D.P.E.A.E.).

Four years after excavations began, on September 30, 2006, we organized a day-long
Scientific Meeting in Orestiada on Horses and Wagons in the Ancient World. Our goal was
to announce our initial conclusions concerning the wagons and horses in the tumulus and to
approach the theme of wheeled vehicles in Antiquity with the aid of iconography, the ancient
sources, and the archaeological finds. The present volume, which also includes a number of
additional texts on the tumulus of Mikri Doxipara-Zoni, represents the fruits of this Meeting.

The Scientific Meeting would not have been possible without the financial contribution
of the Regional Association of Municipalities and Communities of the Prefecture of Evros, the
Prefectural District of Evros, the Municipality of Orestiada, and the Municipality of Kyprinos.
Interest on the part of Prefect Nikos Zambounidis led to the Prefectural District of Evros’ funding
the publication of the Proceedings.

The Scientific Committee for the T.D.P.E.A.E. Project “Research, Protection, and
Enhancement of the Burial Tumulus of Mikri Doxipara-Zone, Prefecture of Evros”.
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GERGANA KABAKCHIEVA

THE BIG MOUND OF THE FAMILY NECROPOLIS
OF THE ANCIENT VILLA ARMIRA

Researching the Big Mound near the village of Svirachi, the Ivailovgrad municipality, helped
resolve many of the questions about the ancient Villa Armira'.

The Big Mound

The Mound is situated 1 km south of the Villa, not far from the east end of Svirachi. The
Mound was raised on top of the highest hill in the vicinity — a location both strategic and chosen
at a very early stage as a cult site by the Thracians? (Fig. 1).

Rescue archaeological efforts were prompted by the treasure hunting inroads and the
damages they inflicted. Excavations started in 2001 under my supervision. Archaeologists of
the National Institute of Archaeology and Museum /NAIM/ within the framework of the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences /BAS/ staffed the team as well as an expert from the History of Sofia
Museum?®. The excavations were sponsored by the foundation “Support Centre for Cultural
Heritage Research and Preservation” in Sofia and the Horizon Foundation from the Netherlands®.
Professor Bozhidar Dimitrov has also provided inestimable support in raising funds for the Big
Mound excavations®.

The latter were finalized in 2007 as part of the activities within the Splendour of Armira
project carried out by the lvailovgrad municipality®. While drawing up and carrying out the cross-
border cooperation PHARE Bulgaria - Greece project, we enjoyed the financial support of the
Thrace Foundation in Sofia’.

1. Mladenova 1965, 1970, 1979, 1980. Kabakchieva 1986a. Mladenova 1991. Kabakchieva 1995. Kabakchieva 2005,
2008a. Kabakchieva 2009. Kabakchieva (in print).

2. Kabakchieva 2008b.

3. The archaeology team: team leader — senior research associate Gergana Kabakchieva PhD from BAS, NAIM; dep-
uty team leader - Unian Meshekov from the Museum of Sofia History; Veselka Katsarova PhD; Zdravko Dimitrov
PhD; Nadia Ivanova — all from BAS, NAIM; undergraduates from the Sofia University “St. Climent Ochridski” and the
New Bulgarian University.

4. | would like to say thanks, personally and on behalf of the whole team, to Mr. Kiril Christoskov, CEO of the Support
Centre for Cultural Heritage Research and Preservation in Sofia, and to Mrs. Ginka Cholakova, a representative
of the Dutch Horizon Foundation. The two foundations provided both financial and moral support to archeological
research of the Big Mound by the ancient villa Armira, thus warding off the looting of a remarkable monument of
ancient Thracian culture.

5. This is the right moment to acknowledge the contribution of Prof. Bozhidar Dimitrov who helped raise the funds for
the emergency rescue 2001-2002 excavations, and provided valuable oversight in raising public awareness for the
works around the Big Mound near Svirachi.

6. Dr. Gergana Kabakchieva was in charge of the archeological excavations under the project.

7. Project “The Splendour of Armira” was designed and implemented with the financial support of the Thrace Founda-
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Fig. 1 A Big Mound of the necropolis of ancient villa Armira by the village Svirachi, municipality of Ivaylovgrad.

The Big Mound surroundings had special
implications for the ancient dwellers of the Armira
river valley and the area (Plan 1). The Mound’s
top is a good vantage point offering vistas not only
down the Armira valley but in all directions (Fig. 2).
The river is the last right-hand tributary of the Arda.
The Greek towns Didyméteicho (its ancient name
was Plotinopolis) and Orestiada can be viewed from
here, and, on a bright sunny day — Edirne in Turkey
as well. In westerly direction there is view towards
the Thracian fortress that in more recent history
gave rise to the medieval town named Liutitsa as
well as towards the Eastern Rhodopes. An antique
road passed near the mound and Villa Armira: it
used to be the shortest connection between Via
Egnatia and Via Diagonalis meandering through
the Balkans®.

*TOASIMATA MOIMMAA~ M -XAPMAHMTE:
M 1'250

Plan 1 Design of the Big Mound.

tion: my thanks to Mr. Vassil Bozhkov and the CEO Mr. Kiril Christoskov.
8. In 2001, remains of this road were found at several places in the vicinity of Villa Armira by the Big Mound research
team. A separate study of the road will be out for publication.
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Fig. 2 A view of the Big Mound to east.

Fig. 3 A solid stone structure of the Mound.
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The Big Mound near Svirachi is among the
largest Roman era mounds found in Bulgaria. Its
diameter is approximately 60 m, and its original
height was in the order of 18 - 20 m.

Its stone support structure (crepis) was
completely recovered: a sturdy stone ring encircling
the mound and covering over 1/3 of its height (Fig. 3).
The crepida stonework is a unique achievement
of ancient Thracian architecture (Plan 2). It
matched an architectural plan prepared in
advance®. As a type of engineering work, it is
reminiscent of the big Thracian sub-mound
shrine’s crepida near Starosel erected five
centuries earlier'®, i.e. the Svirachi mound is a
showcase of continuity in an age-old Thracian
tradition.

The foundation of the stone structure is
1.20 x 1.20 m in size, the small height of the facility
notwithstanding. This was the chosen engineering
method designed to provide a basis for the large
blocks of the terraced structure. The foundation was
made of dimension stone fixed together with white
mortar, a recent Roman masonry technique. Upon
the foundation rests a terraced structure composed
of blocks, each one of them 1.80-3.80 mlong, 1.20 m
wide and 0.29 m thick. The blocks are laid out in dry
masonry and fastened together by “swallow tail” iron
braces. A rostrum shaped as a broad platform sits
on top of the terraced structure''. Further up stood
a plinth of orthostats alternated by profiled aras. A
rectangular slab of the orthostats as well as an ara
were found south of the mound. They were ripped
apart to be taken away as early as the late Roman
period but instead were left in place for unknown
reasons (Fig. 4). The aras have intricate profiles and
decorated tops. The preserved ara has an orifice
where a plug was fastened to keep the embossed

9. Ward-Perkins 1985, 67 - 70.
10. Kitov 2002a, 2002b, 5- 6.
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Plan 2 A graphic plan of the stone construction of
the Mound.

Fig. 4 Discovery of one of the “ara”, south of the
Mound.

11. Terraced structures and rostra were built in theatres and amphitheatres, shrines and mausoleums, in both private
and public buildings. As architectural components they contribute to a lighter and more dynamic space, which
commanded their attraction. Terraced structures were extensively used for religious buildings in Roman times. See:
Ward-Perkins 1985, 21 - 60. | have to note here that the latest archeological findings in Bulgaria have corroborated
that the Thracians revered “the staircase” as connection to the gods: Fol 2000, 2002.
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Fig. 5 “3 D”— computer reconstruction of the Big Mound by G.Kabakchieva and St. Krastev. A view
from above.

Fig. 6 ‘3D “— computer reconstruction of the Big Mound by G.kabakchieva and St. Krastev. A view
from south.
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decoration in place. The latter could have been shaped like a stone-pine cone, a vase or otherwise'2. These
richer-relief elements were the first ones to be looted after Christianity became the official religion of the
Roman Empire and that set off the destruction of pagan heritage in the 4th century AD.

A narrow staircase lead to the mound’s top adorned with a headstone sculpture or a marble
stele'®. Fragments of the slabs, which formed a quadrangular or a circular platform of the top (Fig.
5) were found during excavations. Parts of slabs thick 0.08 m were found everywhere of the mound.
They were made of the same greenish tuff stone as the mound’s rock face. It is likely that the buried
woman’s close relatives were the only ones who had access to this sacred spot.

All these elements of the site are supported by archeological evidence recovered in the
course of excavations works. At various places of the mound’s embankment, findings of marble
vase shards were registered alongside those of slabs’ fragments. The vases probably embellished
the top platform. A greenish coloured soft stone type, the tuff, was used throughout the rock
structure. Each one’s outer side was chiseled into an arc shape to enable assembling them into
a huge circle. Thus shaped, this unique stone facility did not only serve cult functions, it also
supported the high mound embankment (Fig. 6).

In the last few years, a computer-aided restoration of the ancient Villa was done in addition
to the one of the mound'. It provides a clearer idea of this remarkable accomplishment of ancient
architecture and civil engineering. The mound’s massive stone bordering accommodated the
Roman antique masonry canon. The accurate foundation work is an indication the contemporary
(1st century AD) state of the art construction methods were applied. Towering the Armira valley,
this monument is comparable with the theatres, amphitheatres and stadia across the Roman
Empire as an engineering achievement's. A status symbol of the wealthy Villa Armira owners, it
must have reminded them of the glorious days of their predecessors, the Thracian aristocrats who
ruled the whole Armira valley region.

The grave of the eminent
Thracian heiress

The Svirachi Mound was commis-
sioned and raised by the founder of the an-
tique villa facility by the side of the Armira
in his lifetime, or by his immediate heir.
However, the Mound was handed over
to a close relative of his — a daughter or
a granddaughter. Her grave is the primary

Fig. 7 The grave of the Thracian gentlewoman in Big
Mound.

12. On tomb mounds and mausoleum decoration, see: Hajnoczy— Mezos— Nagy and Visy 1999, 87. Dimitrova, 2000.

13. This is a high probability assumption for this kind of monument despite the Thracian origins of the family who
owned the Villa Armira as they must have been romanized fairly early.

14. G. Kabakchieva authored the design for the restoration works of the Big Mound and the Villa Armira, and S. Krastev
produced the computer imaging. The two researchers are jointly putting together a special publication of the com-
puter restored images. See also: Kabakchieva 2009.

15. On amphitheatres and theatres from the early Roman period and the construction methods applied thereto, see:
Ward-Perkins 1985, 67-79. Honle and Henze 1981, 132 -42 with Lit.
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Fig. 8 Alabastron vessel from the central
grave’s stock.
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Fig. 9 a—b The bronze applications from the
decoration of the big chest.

Fig. 10 The three leaves from the golden crown
from the grave’s stock.

16. Kabakchieva 2009, 16 -20.
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one within the Mound (Fig. 7). It was recovered high
up the embankment. The body of the deceased
woman was burned on the same spot. A small heap
of limestone rocks was piled up on top of the inter-
ment place. The burial rituals applied belonged to
the mainstream traditions of Thracian aristocracy.
The remains from the burning were collected in
the central section of the platform to be covered
with tiles. The grave has a rich set of parapherna-
lia and gifts comprising bronze, marble, glass and
earthen ware, alabastron (Fig. 8) — crushed and
half-destroyed by the fire. The grave did not only
hold vessels aimed to service the deceased in the
hereinafter, but two wooden boxes containing her
favourite personal belongings. The bigger box has
a rich decoration of bronze ornaments: Dionysus’s
masks, satyrs and maenads with inlaid glass eyes
(Fig. 9 a-b).

The woman died very young: anthropolo-
gists have put her age at 20- 25 years. Three gold-
en wreath leaves found in the grave corroborate
her noble Thracian origin (Fig. 10). The multiple
clay amulets placed in the grave represent various
shapes (Fig. 11) — anthropomorphous, zoomor-
phous, geometrical (a.k.a. “the toys of Zagreus”)
— and suggest that the woman was a priestess of
the paramount local deity, Dionysus, rather than
just the Villa’s owner. A small cameo of white ag-
ate was also found in the grave bearing a depiction
of Medusa Gorgon, the prevalent image across
the Villa’s marble decorations (Fig. 12 a - b). The
cameo is just one of the elements that connect the
Thracian lady’s grave to the Villa Armira’s owners’.
The link is similarly corroborated by other jewelry
and household items found inside the grave, by
the mound’s positioning vis-a-vis the Villa, by the
methods and materials used in its construction.
The deceased was seen off to the other world by
her relatives who surrounded her with a multitude
of clay or glass vessels (lacrimaria). The objects
found inside the grave have helped date it to late
1st, first quarter of the 2nd century AD. Another
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grave finding was a silver coin of the emperor
Traian (AD 98-117), provincial coinage from A.D.
98 of Perinthus, Turkey, on the Marble Sea coast,
the capital of the province Thrace.

The horses, the dog and the vehicles

A set of ritually buried antiques vehicles,
skeletons of four horses and one dog belonged to
the Thracian aristocrat’s grave. The vehicles were
two — the one was lavishly decorated and the other
simple. The ironworks of the vehicles were found
round the mound. Back in 2000, treasure hunters,
using state-of-the-art equipment, found the place
of the vehicle’s ritualistic interment and embarked
on digging around the place. The vehicle’s hind
half was consequently destroyed, its decorations
were plundered. During the excavation, we found
the iron parts of the vehicle’s structure scattered
round the mound and the decoration of the yoke.
Graves with horses and dogs, offered up to the
nobility of the society, existed in Thrace since the
beginning of the Iron Age'”.

The 2001 excavations found the skeletons
of the four horses comprising the two teams as
well as a skeleton of a dog interned in between
(Plan 3). One of the horse teams was harnessed
to the ritual vehicle, the other was from the simple
one. Like in other upper class sub-mound graves,
this one also exhibits the Thracian aristocracy’s
ritual tendency of sacrificial interment of a vehicle
complete with the animals’®.

The first vehicle was a four-wheeler, it
served ritualistic purposes, and was lavishly
decorated'. More than 100 iron parts of the two
vehicles were recovered, enabling the vehicles’
reconstruction®. The iron spoke of the wheel rims

17. Georgieva 1995, 2000. Meshekov 2007.

Fig. 11 The clay’s amulets from the grave of the
Thracian gentlewoman.
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Fig. 12a—-b a/Cameo of the white jet with the
image of Medusa — Gorgon head; b/ Marble
frieze decoration of the ancient villa Armira with
the heads of Medusa - Gorgon images.

18. On the topic of graves with vehicles and dogs from the Roman age in Thrace, see: Botusharova 1950. Venedikov

1960. Bujukliev 1986. Meshekov 2001, 31. Kitov 1999.

19. The rich horse harness and yoke decoration gives me enough reason to assume that the bodywork of the vehicle
itself was also embellished. Its trimmings must have been plundered by treasure hunters.
20. | must note that the better part of the vehicles’ iron details — held by the National History Museum — have not been

conserved for reasons | am unaware of.
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Plan 3 Plan of the archaeological situation by the
discovery of the skeletons of the horses and the dog.
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as well as the parts of the axles indicate the
size of the ancient vehicle (Fig. 13). Some
of the parts found suggest the wagon had a
suspended body designed to soften its ride.
Experts have dated this wagon development
back to the early 2nd century AD?'.

The recovery of the horse teams was
a crucial point in the vehicle’s/ ritualistically
interned next to the mound. They comprise
two pairs, with two young tall horses/mares
in each one of them®. The animals’ skeletons
were recovered in their anatomical order. They
were drugged on the spot. The second horse
pair was found south of the first one: it was
either the spare team for the first vehicle or
went along to a second, which did not bear any
decorations. No meaningful traces of harness
were found in its proximity. The horses only
had reins, and the single trimming found next
was a hexagonal bronze element (Fig. 14).

Fig. 13 The iron’s parts of the chariots, shown in the Historical museum of lvaylovgrad.

21. Réring 1983. Meshekov 2001. Meshekov 2007a. Meshekov 2007b.
22. The skeletons of the animals in the chariot section were investigated by Dr. Lazar Ninov, a senior researcher for the Na-
tional Institute of Archaeology with Museum under the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. A publication is forthcoming.
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Similar ornaments have been found with other Thracian
vehicles: they are typically interpreted as decoration of
the front section of them?. Therefore, a second vehicle is
a likely assumption: the first was ritualistic and abundantly
decorated, the other — an ordinary one.

A dog’s skeleton was recovered between the two
horse teams. A canine interment is another tendency of
Thracian aristocratic burial rites and it is shown for the
culture from the pre-roman time in Thrace®. A dog was
found between the horses with one of the wagons exca-
vated near the Mikri-Doxipara Mound, and it was even of
the same breed as the Svirachi one®.

The ornaments of the ceremonial vehicle’s yoke, the
horse trappings, the reins and the collar were recovered
during the digs. Part of the yoke ornaments were found
in situ while the rest were wrapped in a gold-embroidered
scarf near the right horse’s head. These rank among the
best preserved, intricate bronze, silver or gold-plated
ornaments ever found in Thracian lands. They are quite
similar in shape to the ones with the chariots found in
Shishkovtsi, near Kiustendil and Yambol?®. The yoke and
harness details found by the Big Mound lend themselves
to restoration?”.

The ornaments’ base was made of silver-plated
cast bronze. The shapes were thinly cut like a fretwork,
and were decorated in several relief levels (Fig. 15 a-b).
A silver element was fitted onto each one’s centre. Their
number is substantial. The yoke’s decoration was neatly
composed around a central ornament (Fig. 16). The
latter is larger and in higher relief than the rest. A gold-
plated silver ornament representing Gods’ head forms
its centre. The figurines of the young Dionysus standing,
a thyrsus (stick) in his right hand, of a satyr, a silenus
and a maenad surround the centre. The figurines were
poorly preserved but discernible at the time of recovery.
Besides, small multi-leaf rosettes were applied at each

23. Venedikov 1960 81-2.

24. Georgieva 2000.

25. Triantaphyllos and Terzopoulou 2005.
26. Venedikov 1960, 7 -21; 49-60.

Fig. 14 A bronze part of the yoke of
second horse team.

Fig. 15a—b Two of the big
applications from the horse trappings.

27. The restoration of the horses’ harness and yoke became subject of a separate paper currently in the pipeline.
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Fig. 16 A central application of the yoke
decoration with a relief head of Dionysus.

Fig. 17 A silver application with the image of the
young god from the horses harness.

Fig. 18 A silver application with the scene
“Charon’s boat” .

28. Inv. No. 163 and 164/ 2001.
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corner of the ornament. Across the ornaments, the
transitions between relief planes were highlighted
with frames of pearl and egg-shaped details. This
is actually the repeated pattern of decoration: a
pearl, an egg-shaped ornament and rosettes.
However, with the rest of the ornaments, the
central silver fittings are smaller and represent
various images — a god (Fig. 17), a satyr’s head,
a silenus’s head, a medusa-gorgon’s head, a
woman’s head, an elderly man’s head, a goat
standing on a cliff etc.

The application with the image of Charon’s
boat and the deceased woman on board warrants
some special attention (Fig. 18)%. The two figures
are placed on either side of the boat. Charon is
standing, holding a paddle in his hands, and
the frail and stooped woman is sitting opposite.
Similar decoration was found near Plovdiv (its
ancient name was Philipoppolis) and in Northern
Dobroudja, the north-eastern tip of the country?.
It is likely that the yoke embellishments of one
of the wagons found near Mikri Doxipara-Zoni,
the Kyprinos municipality in Greece, bore similar
imagery, but too little was preserved for a secure
claim to this effect®®. Nonetheless, it is safe to say
that the decorations of the Mikri-Doxipara-Zoni
wagons stand closest to the Svirachi ones by
way of design and production techniques used.
Timewise, they provide the nearest parallel as
well®',

The richly decorated translucent bronze
and silver ornaments of the horse harness and
yoke provide evidence for the link between
the Big Mound and Villa Armira. The ornament
images furnish new archeological evidence for the
development of Thracian religion and art during
the years of Roman rule in Thrace. This dynamic
has to do with the Dionysus cult: revered as the

29. For parallels with ornaments involving human images in burial chariots’ decorations, see: Alféldi 1939, 355;
Velkov 1943, 202, fig. 282. Botusharova 1950,117, fig. 32.

30. Triantaphyllos and Terzopoulou 2005, 21-2.
31. Triantaphyllos and Terzopoulou 2005, 20-7.
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god of the constantly reviving nature and life, the
Thracian Dionysus was also known under the
names of Zagreus or Sabazius®2.

The comparisonbetweenthe Svirachiandthe
Mikri Doxipara-Zoni vehicles reveals the following
disparities: while the wagon’s structures of the
latest Greek finding are exquisitely preserved, their
decorations were all but completely destroyed and
whatever images had remained were impossible
to identify; on the other hand, the Svirachi vehicle \
has lost its decorations yet the ones on the yoke Fig. 19 Upper part of one of the glass botles,
and the harness are intact. Therefore, the two finding near the horses skeletons.
findings are complementary. This is reinforced by
the fact they are only 25-30 km apart, i.e. a day’s
journey as shown by data indicating travel times in
antiquity®.

The short distance between the two
mounds, the similarity of the Thracian burial
methods applied, the gear found inside as well as
the datings of the recovered graves and vehicles
furnish enough evidence allowing me to claim
that both mounds belonged to the owners of Villa
Armira. Their common location within the Armira  Fig. 20 Some clay vessels from the complex of
valley also corroborates such an assumption. The e vehicles.

Svirachi mound was erected by the western end
of the hill, south of the river, whereas the Mikri-
Doxipara-Zoni one — at the hill’s eastern tip.

Glass and ceramics around the vehicles

The glass and earthenware found crushed on the spot just behind the horses is a testimony
of the well preserved state of the front part of the set. These findings were helpful in dating the
vehicle and identifying its link with the noble Thracian woman’s tomb in the mound. The glass
was an import from Italy. The vessels had the shape of tall quadrangular bottles, form 50, b by the
Isings classification®* (Fig. 19). The earthenware was of local origin. The plates belonged to types
1 and 8 by the typology of Kabakchieva for the Thrace province® (Fig 20). The atelier’s brand was
printed on the bottom’s inside of some of the vessels, in the shape of a stamp planta pedis.. These
plates were among the most prevalent ones in Thracian lands. Besides, they belonged to those
forms of the eastern terra sigillata, which were the earliest ones to be adopted and produced in

32. Fol 1993,1994, 2002.

33. Pekary 1968.

34. lIsings 1957, 66-7, Form 50, b.
35. Kabakchieva 2000.
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Thrace®®. The pitchers are the typical Thracian forms of Type 1 by Kabakchieva®, representing a
further development on the Hellenistic lagynos. Publications have been made of such earthenware
originating from Villa Armira as well as from many other locations across Thrace.

Conclusions

The Big Mound was designed to be the mausoleum of one of the antique Villa Armira’s first
owners®, yet it was used to be the eternal abode of a heiress of his, whom we can safely identify
as a Thracian princess. The dating of the grave and of the mosaic with the portraits inside the
Villa’s room 10 give me reasons to assume that the Big Mound provided a tomb for the wife of
the Villa’s owner portrayed in one of the mosaics. She was also the mother of his young children
featured in the same mosaic (Fig. 21). We will hardly ever know whether she died at childbirth
or shortly afterwards, but there are plenty of signs she had been loved by many, who paid their
respects while seeing her off on her way to the hereinafter.

Remains of a more recent grave were recovered in the mound’s embankment. It was dated
back to 3rd century AD and most likely was of a child. A similar grave was found at the mound’s
base in its southwestern section. Excavations only unearthed a set of marble slabs left from the
latter. The grave had been looted. It is quite probable that only child interments were allowed at
this mound subsequent to the burial of the young heiress.

The 2007 excavations of the Big Mound and Villa Armira unveiled yet another secret in
the dramatic history along the Armira banks. It was established that a powerful earthquake that

Fig. 21 Part of the floor mosaic from the room 10 of the ancient villa Armira,
dating in the first quarter of the 2nd century AD, with the portrait of the Villa’s
owner and his children.

36. Kabakchieva 2000, 314.
37. Kabakchieva 1986a, 25 - 6, Table 36. Kabakchieva 1986b.
38. Kitov 2003, 34.
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took place by the late 4th century AD destroyed
the mound’s imposing terraced stone face®.
Another part of this structure fell through
limestone hollows underneath the hill upon
which it had stood (Fig. 22).

The Big Mound’s embankment was
restored so that it may treasure for posterity
the remains of a grand and mystifying piece of
ancient Thracian heritage in Bulgarian lands.

The latest archeological research has
established why such a great number of marble
decoration elements and such a large mosaic-
covered area were found in the antique Villa
Armira. The powerful earthquake triggered a
landslide off the hilltop so that soon after the
burning the Villa remains were enveloped
in a thick layer of clay soil. This enabled
their recovery nearly 2000 years later and a
revelation of ancient Thracian art at its best.

Fig. 22 The remains and traces of the strong
earthquake, which dimolished the Big Mound in the
end of the 4th century AD.

Doz. Dr. Kabakchieva Gergana, National Insitute of Archaeology with Museum.
Saborna str., 2, Sofia - 1000 BG, Bulgaria, e-mail: gkabakchieva@yahoo.com

39. Kabakchieva 2008b.
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O MET'AAOZ TYMBOZ THZ OIKOIMENEIAKHZ NEKPOINOAHZ
THZ EMAYAHZ ARMIRA

To Keluevo mapouaotalovral Ta aAnoTeAEOUATA TNG AVAOKAPNG €vOg TadlkoU TUHROU
ZOTO XwpLo Svirachi (meploxn Ivailovgrad). O TUuROG BplokdTAV Ot amodoTaon 1XAW.
VOTiwg NG peydAng €maulng Armira. Eixe d1dpetpo mepimou 60 . Kal To ApXlKO Tou
UYog utoAoyiletal o 18-20 U. Mia KAlaKwTd dlapopdwpévn Kpnrida amd Jalako Aibo,
nepléBale Tov TUMPRO Kal ouykpatoUoe TNV enixwon tou. H kpnmida autn kataotpdpnke
oe Peyalo Babuod, eEattiag evog oelopol Tou 40U dld.X. ZTO KEVIPLKO TUNMA Kal TIOAU
YnAd oty enixwon Tou TUURoU arnokaAldinkav Ta uroAeipgpata kalong veapng yuvaikag
20-25 eTwv, TIOU cuvodeUovTtav anod TMoAudplBua xaAkiva, TAva Kat yudAwva ayyeia kat
arod dUo EUAva KIBwTidla. H tagn xpovoAoyeital oto TEAOG TOU 10U — TIPWTO TETAPTO
20U al. u.X. Tpelg HeTayevEOTEPEG TAPEG TAISIMY TOU 30U dl. W.X., evromioTnkav otnv
enixwon tou TUURou. 'EEWw amd Ttov TUMRO Kal oe TOAU HIKpR amdotaon npbav oto ¢wg
dU0 KATEOTPAPUEVEG AUaEeg pali he TOUg oKEAETOUG TEOOAPWV ANOYWV Kal evog oKUAoU.
EvtomioTnkav mMoAAG amd Ta PHETAANIKA €EQPTAMATA TWV OXNUATWV, AVAUECA OTA OToia
Eexwpilouv Ta XAAKIVA, EMOPYUPWHEVA N ETIXPUCWHUEVA SIOKOOUNTIKA oTolXela TNG Hlag
TETPATPOXNG AuaEac. H deUTtepn Auaga nTav akoounT.

SOudpwva Pe TNV avackadéa n veapn yuvaika, Tou anotedpwOnke kal TAdnke
otov peydAo TUURO, NTav N yuvaika Tou IBLoKTATN TNG £mauAng Armira. H (dla dlatuniwvel
NV aroyn OTL Kal Taplkog TUPROG TNG Mikpng Aoindpag-Zwvng, o oroiog Bpioketal ot
anoéoTacon HEPLKWV XIAOUETPWVY Ao Tov TUPRO oTo Svirachi, pénel emiong va ouvdebel e
TOUG IBLOKTATEG TNG EMAUANG.
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